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Amendments to the Claims ; 

Please amend Claims 1-9 and 23-34 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for aggregating and satisfying d e mand demands from 
different users for at least one item it e ma ., the method comprisijig the steps performed by a data 
processing system of: 

aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on input requests from 
different users for oosooiatod - with t he item* each request having been received from a remote 
user and including remote user identification information, wherein said aggregating step 
aggregates requests from different users for the item and_t he information for each user is 
aggregated independent of a commitment by the remote user to purcliase the item; 

providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying 
the item without also providing remote user identification information from the request; 

receiving at least one proposed response from at least one of the suppliers, including a 
proposal for providing the item to the remote users usw; and 

providing the proposed response to each of the remote users esef based on the remote 
user identification information, whereby the remote users use* can determine whether to commit 
to purchasing the item* 

2, (Currently Amended) A method for aggregating and satisfying demand demands from 
different users for tmvel products, the method comprising the steps performed by a data 
processing system of: 

aggregating information reflecting demand for a set of travel products based on input 
requests from different users, each request having been received from a remote user and 
including remote user identification information, wherein said aggregating step aggregates 
reqncsts from different users for the item aiid the information for each user is aggregated 
independent of a commitment by the remote user to purchase the item; 

selecting a proposed group travel product based on the aggregated information; and 
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providing information reflecting the proposed group travel product to each of the remote 
users «seF based on the remote user identification information, whereby the remote mers «sw 
can determine whether to commit to purchasing the item. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of selecting a group of 
travel product based on the aggregated information includes the substeps of; 

providing the aggregated information to a plurality of travel product suppliers, wherein 
said providing step provides the infonmation independent of a commitment by the remote users 
U!5ei= to purchase the travel products; and 

receiving responses from a set of the travel product suppliers, each response including 
information reflecting a proposed group travel product, wherein each proposed group travel 
product reflects a discount for the corresponding travel product that is determined based on the 
aggregated information, and 

wherein the step of providing information reflectmg the group travel product to the 
remote users «sef based on the remote user identification information includes the substep of: 

transmitting travel option information related to at least one of the proposed group travel 
products to a set of remote users based on the aggregated infonnation, whereby the remote users 
us^ can determine whether to commit to purchasing the travel products. 

4. (Currently Amended) A system for aggregating and satisfying d e mand demands from 
different users for at least one item it e ms , comprising: 

a processor for executing programs; and 

a memory for storing a program executable by the processor, the stored program 
including instructions for (i) aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on 
input requests from different users for assooiatod with the item, each request having been 
received from a remote user and including remote user identification information, wherein said 
aggregating step aggregates requests from different users for the item and the information for 
each user is aggregated independent of a commitment by the remote user to purchase the item, 
(ii) providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying the 
item without also providing remote user identification information from the requests^ (iii) 
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receiving at least one proposed response from at least one of the suppliers, including a proposal 
for providing the item to the remote users m^, and (iv) providing the proposed response to the 
remote users ttser based on the remote user identification in^^ whereby tii? remote users 

useF can determine whether to commit to purchasing the item. 

5. (Currently Amended) A system for aggregating and satisfying d e mand demands from 
different users for travel products, comprising: 

a processor for executing programs; and 

memory for storing a program executable by the processor, the stored program including 
instructions for (i) aggregating infonnation reflecting demand tor a set of travel products based 
on input requests from different users , each request having been received from a remote user and 
including remote user identification information, wherein said aggregating step aggregates 
requests from different users_for the item and the information for each user is aggregated 
independent of a commitment by the remote user to purchase tlie travel products, (ii) selecting a 
proposed group travel product based on the aggregated information, and (iii) providing 
information reflectuig the proposed group travel product to the remote users based on the 
remote user identification information, whereby the remote users can detennine whether to 
commit to purchasing the travel products. 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 5, wherein selecting a group of travel 
products based on the aggregated information includes (a) providing the aggregated information 
to a plurality of travel product suppliers, wherein said providing step provides the infonnation 
independent of a commitment by the remote users user to purchase the item; and (b) receiving 
responses from a set of die travel product suppliers, each response including uiformation 
reflecting a proposed group travel product, wherein each proposed group travel product reflects a 
discount for the corresponding travel product that is determined based on tlie aggregated 
information, and wherein providing infonnation reflecting the group travel product to the remote 
users «9« based on the remote u$er identification information includes (a) transmitting travel 
option infonnation related to at least one of the proposed group travel products to a set of remote 
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users based on the aggregated information, whereby the remote users mef can determine whether 
to commit to purchasing the travel products. 

7. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium containing instructions for 
controlling a computer system to perform a method for aggregating and satisfying d e mmid 
demands from different users for at least one item itomo ., the method comprising: 

aggregating information reflecting demand for an item ba$ed on mput requests from 
different users for as s ociat e d with the item, each request having been received from a remote 
user and including remote user identification information, wherein said aggregating step 
aggregates requests from different users for the item and the information for each user is 
aggregated independent of a commitment by the remote user to purchase the item; 

providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying 
the item without also providing remote user identification information from the request; 

receiving at least one proposed response from at least one of the suppliers, including a 
proposal for providing the item to the remote users mo^; and 

providing the proposed response to the remote users «sef based on the remote user 
identification information, whereby the remote users user can determine whether to commit to 
purchasing the item. 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium containing instructions for 
controlling a computer system to perform a method for aggregating and satisfying demand 
demands from different users for travel products, the method comprising: 

aggregating information reflecting demand for a set of travel products based on input 
requests from different users^ each request having been received from a remote user and 
including remote user identification information, wherein said providing step provides the 
information independent of a commitment by the remote users m&j? to purcliase the travel 
products; 

selecting a proposed group travel product based on the aggregated information; and 
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providing information reflecting the proposed group travel product to the remote users 
iisef based on the remote user identification information, whereby the remote xisers user can 
determine whether to cqmmi 

9. (Currently Amended) The computer readable mediujn of claim 8, wherein selecting a 
group of travel products based on the aggregated information includes: 

providing the aggregated infomiation to a plurality of travel product suppliers, wherein 
said providing step provides the information independent of a commitment by the remote users 
esef to purchase the travel products; and 

receiving responses from a set of tl^e travel product suppliers, each response including 
information reflecting a proposed group travel product, wherein each proposed group travel 
product reflects a discount for the corresponding travel product that is determined based on the 
aggregated information, and 

wherein the step of providing information reflecting the group travel product to the 
remote users «seF based on the remote user identification infomiation includes: 

transmitting travel option information related to at least one of the proposed group travel 
products to a set of remote users based on the aggregated infonnation, whereby the remote users 
«9«? can determine whether to commit to purchasing the travel products. 

Claims 10-22 (Cancelled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1^ wherein 
said aggregating step aggregates a plurality of items that collectively form a set of travel 
products, 

said providing aggregated information provides aggregated information to a plurality of 
suppliers, wherein each supplier is at least capable of supplying at least one of the items in die 
set of travel products, 

said receiving receives proposed responses from at least one supplier for each item in the 
set of travel products, and 
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said providing the proposed response gathers the proposed responses into at least one 
proposed set of travel products and provides information reflecting tlie proposed set of travel 
products to the remote users user. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 23, wherein a first supplier has a 
iirst discount on a first item in the set of travel products and a second supplier has a second 
discount on a second item in the set of travel products, and wherein said providing the proposed 
response selects the items respectively firom said &st and second supplier and provides 
information reflecting the first and second discounts to the remote users m&f. 

25. (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 4, wherein 

said aggregatmg mformatioo instruction aggregates a plurality of items that collectively 
form a set of travel products, 

said providing aggregated information instruction provides aggregated information to a 
plurahty of suppliers, wherein each supplier is at least capable of supplying at least one of the 
items in the set of travel products, 

said receiving instruction receives proposed responses Irom at least one supplier for each 
item in the set of travel products, and 

said providing the proposed response instruction gathers the proposed responses into a 
proposed at least one set of travel products and provides information reflecting the proposed set 
of travel products to the remote users usej. 

26. (Currently Amended) A system according to Claim 25, wherein a first supplier has a 
first discount on a first item in the set of travel products and a second supplier has a second 
discount on a second item in the set of travel products, and wherein said providing the proposed 
response instruction selects the items respectively from said first and second supplier and 
provides information reflecting the first and second discounts to the remote users ttSfflF. 

27. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to Claim 7, 
wherein said aggregating information aggregates a plurality of items that collectively 

form a set of travel products. 
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said providing aggregated information provides aggregated information to a plurality of 
suppliers, wherein each supplier is at least capable of supplying at least one of the items in the 
set of travel products,, 

said receiving receives proposed responses from at least one supplier for each item in the 
set of travel products, and 

said providing the proposed response gathers the proposed responses into at least one 
proposed set of travel products and provides information reflecting the proposed set of travel 
products to the remote usera 

28, (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium according to Claim 27, wherein a 
first supplier has a fir$t discount on a first item in the set of travel products and a second supplier 
has a second discount on a second item in tlie set of travel products, ajid wherein said providing 
tlie proposed response selects the items respectively from said first and second supplier and 
provides information reflecting die first and second discounts to tlie remote users «9eF. 

29, (Currently Amended) A method for aggregating and satisfying demand demands from 
di fferent users for at least one item it e m s, the method comprising the steps performed by a data 
processing system of: 

aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on input requests from 
different users for associat e d with the item, each request having been received from a remote 
user and including remote user identification information; 

providing aggregated irtformation to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying 
die item without also providing remote user identification infoimation from the request; 

receiving at least two proposed responses from one or more of the suppliers, where each 
response includes a proposal for providing the item to the remote users user; and 

providing the at least two proposed responses to the remote users m&v based on the 
remote user identification information, to tiiereby allow the remote users «ser to evaluate the at 
least two proposed responses* 

30, (Currently Amended) A system for aggregating and satisfymg d e mand demands from 
different users for at least one iTem it e ms , comprising: 
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a processor for executing programs; and 

a memory for storing a program executable by the processor^ the stored program 
including iii$tructions for (i) aggregating inforraatioii reflecting demand for an item based on 
input requests from different users for ossociat e d w ife the item, each request having been 
received from a remote user and including remote user identification information, (ii) providing 
aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers^ each capable of supplying tlie item without 
also providing remote user identification information from the requests, (iii) receiving at least 
two proposed responses from one or more of the suppliers, including a proposal for providing the 
item to tlie remote users «seF, md (iv) providing the at least two proposed responses to the 
remote users ttser based on the remote user identification information, to thereby allow the 
remote users tts^ to evaluate the at least two proposed responses. 

3L (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium containing instructions for 
controlling a computer system to perform a mctliod for aggregating and satisfying d«3Eia^ 
demands from different users for at least one item it©^, the metliod comprising: 

aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on input requests from 
different users for a s aooiatod with tlie item, each request having been received from a remote 
user and including remote user identification information; 

providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying 
the item without also providing remote user identification information from tlie request; 

receiving at least two proposed responses from one or more of the suppliers, where each 
response includes a proposal for providing the item to the remote users ttset; and 

providing the at least two proposed responses to the remote users «9w based on the 
remote user identification information, to thereby allow the remote users ^ser to evaluate the at 
least two proposed responses. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method for aggregating and satisfying demand demands from 
different users for at least one item il & m &, the method comprising the steps performed by a data 
processing system of; 
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aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on input requests from 
different users for asao o iatod with the item, each request having been received from a remote 
user and includmg i^ote iiser ideM 

providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying 
the item without also providing remote user identification information from the request, wherein 
said providing step provides the aggregated information to the suppliers independent of any 
predetermined maximum price for the items; 

receiving at least one proposed response from at least one of the suppliers, including a 
proposal for providing the item to the remote users usef , wherein a proposed price for the items 
is set by the supplier and independent of any predetermined maximum price; and 

providing the proposed response to the remote users asef based on the remote user 
identification information, whereby the remote users ttae? can determine whether to commit to 
purchasing the item based at least on tlie price set by the supplier. 

33. (Currently Amended) A system for aggregating and satisfying d e mand demands from 
different users for at least one item it e ma ^ comprising: 
a processor for executing programs; and 

a memory for storing a program executable by the processor, the stored program 
including instructions for (i) aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on 
input requests from different users fo r ooGooiated vaUi the item, each request having been 
received from a remote user and including remote user identification information, (ii) providing 
aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying the item without 
also providing remote user identification information from the requests, wherein said providing 
step provides the aggregated information to the suppliers independent of any predetermined 
maximum price for the items, (iii) receiving at least one proposed response from at least one of 
the suppliers, including a proposal for providing the item to the remote users wherein a 
proposed price for the items is set by the supplier and independent of any predetermined 
maximum price, and (iv) providing the proposed response to the remote users us^ based on the 
remote user identification information, whereby the remote users tts^ can determine whether to 
commit to purchasing the item based at least on the price set by the supplier. 
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34. (Currently Amended) A computer readable medium containing instructions for 
controlling a computer system to perform a method for aggregating and satisfying d o mond 
demands from different users for at least one item itoffig » the rnetfigd comprising: 

aggregating information reflecting demand for an item based on input requests from 
different users for aa aooiated with the item, each request having been received from a remote 
user and including remote user identification information; 

providing aggregated information to a plurality of suppliers, each capable of supplying 
the item widiout also providing remote user identification information from the request, ^^4lerein 
said providing step provides the aggregated information to the suppliers independent of any 
predetennined maximum price for the items; 

receiving at least one proposed response from at least one of the suppliers, including a 
proposal for providing the item to the remote user, wherein a proposed price for the items is set 
by the supplier and independent of any predetermined maximum price; and 

providing the proposed response to the remote users user based on the remote user 
Identification information, whereby the remote users m&B can determine whether to commit to 
purchasing the item based at least on the price set by the supplier. 
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